
 
 
 
 
 
  

                 Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners 
                        2015 Annual Report             

                                       Providing a forum for promoting active stewardship of the Cherry Creek Watershed          

A Watershed Approach 
 

The Cherry Creek watershed embraces 386 square 
miles of land, takes in over 600 stream-miles, 
includes thousands of acres of open space parks and 
provides over a hundred multiple-use trail miles 
connecting communities from Castlewood Canyon 
State Park to the heart of downtown Denver.  The 
Cherry Creek watershed is a thriving, bustling, 
vibrant, healthy place to be. Partners’ activities 
highlight this vibrancy and promote the active 
enjoyment and stewardship of this special 
watershed. 
 

And to think our Cherry Creek is just a tributary to 
the larger South Platte River watershed. The City 
and County of Denver protected 14,000 acres of 
forest in the S. Platte watershed when visionaries 
created the Denver Mountain Park system at the 
turn of the last century.  Douglas and Arapahoe 
County residents support the protection of many 
other tributary watersheds with their Open Space 
Programs.  Your support of Great Outdoors 
Colorado has provided more than $83 million from 
lottery funds to help preserve our home landscape.  
Cities, Counties and Special Districts in the Cherry 
Creek Watershed cooperate on award-winning 
projects and fund efforts that provide flood 
protection, preserve riparian systems and protect 
public health. 
 

In 2015, The Colorado Water Plan was released.  
Promoting A Watershed Approach, the Plan aims to 
provide for future water needs while protecting 
what Coloradoans value most; our quality of life and 
the opportunity to enjoy what nature provides.  
Please read on and join the Partners as we live and 
learn in the Cherry Creek Watershed. 
 

 

 

 

In this issue:  

 

 
 
 
Audubon Urban Bird Count, January 1: Annual Census & Dinner! 
Hawk Walk, January 31: Annual guided walk along Cottonwood Creek in 
Cherry Creek State Park to monitor birds, wildlife and stream conditions 
Auraria Career Day, February 17: Engaged college students with 
encouragement to consider careers in water quality.  
Metro Regional Science Fair, February 25: Education Committee 
provided planning, judging & awarded prizes on behalf of our Partners 
Spring Equinox at the CC Valley Eco Park, March 21: Engaging 
basin residents in a quarterly park ecological assessment  
Renaissance School, April & May:  Coordinated and led classroom 
activities and field trips to Castle Rock streams and water resource sites 
City Year Teachers, April 1: Activities relating to water quality and 
water management at Confluence Park designed for local teachers 
Ambleside School Field Trip, April 30: Activities designed for students 
at the 17-Mile House, featuring history and stream restoration highlights 
Annual Aurora Water Festival, May 14: The 20h Annual Aurora 
Water Festival held at Aurora Community College 
Red Hawk Ridge 5th Grade Field Trips, May 19th and June 9th: In 
association with Cherry Creek Valley Historical Society (CCVHS), students 
learned about history & stream restoration science at the 17-Mile House Park  
Unique to the Creek, June 7: Field Tour in association with Tagawa 
Gardens to investigate native and exotic plants along the Cherry Creek Trail 
between Broncos Parkway Trailhead & 17-Mile House Farm Park 
Water Efficiency Tour, June 11: Welcome at the Cherry Creek Marina 
featuring innovations in water supply planning for South Metro Denver 
Summer Solstice @ the CC Valley Eco Park, June 20: The Alluvial 
Fan Club looked for butterflies and summer birds 
Creekside Elementary Field Trip, June 24: In association with 
CCVHS, students learned about history & stream restoration at 17-Mile Park  
Arapahoe County Partners in Flight Award, June 26: With our 
Partner, Cherry Creek Valley Historical Society, accepted 2015 honors. 
Lake Appreciation Day at Cherry Creek State Park, July 18: The 
Partners hosted volunteers celebrating this special urban park & reservoir 
Douglas County Conservation Camp, July 30: Assist students in 
expanding their classroom science to include water resource science 
Fall Equinox @ the Eco Park, September 19: Excellent raptor 
watching with the Alluvial Fan Club. 
Fall Into Fertilizer at Tagawa Garden Center, September 19:  
Partners brought ‘soil testing lab’ to promote soil stewardship 
10th Run for the CC Watershed Relay Race, October 3: Over 
150 participants enjoyed a beautiful fall day in the wonderful upper basin  
17-Mile House Park Festival, October 17: Over 2000 participants 
enjoyed a bounty of activities organized by Arapahoe County Open Spaces  
17th Annual CC Conference, November 4: see page 3 
Winter Solstice @ Eco Park, December 19: Another chance to 
monitor the winter ecology with the Alluvial Fan Club 
 

 
On-going Field, Meeting & Classroom Stewardship: 
 Elementary, Middle School and High School classroom visits and field tours 
 Eagle Scout and Silver Award Project Support 
 Sunday Bird Walks with Audubon 
 Metro Basin Round Table participation 
 CC Working Group, CCBWQA TAC & Urban Waters Partnership efforts 
 Metro State University ‘One World One Water’ curriculum & support 
 
 
 

CCSP Outreach in Action! 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Partners have provided volunteers and awards for the 
Denver Metropolitan Regional Science Fair since 2007. This 
event brings more than 500 students, grades 6 through 12, 
from the seven-county Denver metropolitan area. Students 
are recognized for their “Excellence and Outstanding 
Achievements” in study and experimentation for the 
protection and preservation of life’s most important resource 
on earth, Water! Special thanks to our Science Fair 
volunteers, including Steve Miller and Dian Kocis, Arapahoe 
County; Mary Dawson, Aurora; Troy Nedved, Civil Design 
Group; and Donny Roush and Erika Rodriguez, EarthForce. 
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Education and Outreach 

 

 

Cherry Creek Basin Water Quality 
Authority Award recipient Charles Wehner-

Ortega: “Better Erosion Prevention” 

 

 
 Arapahoe County SPLASH Award winner Gabrielle 

VanSant: “The Effect of Road Salt on the Spine to Body 
Growth Ratio of Daphnia Magna” 
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Classroom on the Creek In June of 2015, the American Bar Association (ABA), 
Environmental Law Section, asked for the Partners’ help 
to create a service opportunity for attendees at their 
national conference in Denver.  With assistance from 
Colorado River Watch we invited the Water Association 
Student Stewards Urban Program (WASSUP) and the 
Keep It Clean Neighborhood Environmental Trios 
(KICNET) to join us on a rollicking Cherry Creek.  The 
environmental law professionals were given a 
presentation on water quality and macroinvertebrate 
identification by students from the Dr. Justina Ford 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
Institute.  The growing relationship with institutions on or 
near the Auraria Campus provides unique opportunities 
to support water quality awareness and promote career 
development. 

 



 

The Partners hosted their 17th annual watershed conference on November 4th and celebrated the technical advances and active 
stewardship in the Cherry Creek basin. Thanks to everyone who joined us for an informative day filled with three general sessions, 
an award luncheon, sponsored Poster Exhibits (thank you sponsors!), and the Silent Auction to benefit Partners active stewardship 
and education efforts.   
 

We hit the technical issues hard in the 1st session, presenting concepts and data that help form our approach to improving the water 
quality of our creeks and Cherry Creek Reservoir, including presentations from Basin Authority consultants Bill Ruzzo, Katie 
Fendel, Craig Wolf, and Rick Gonçalves providing an update on reservoir water quality and the reservoir modeling effort. In 
the 2nd morning session, our “regional considerations” session, Mary Powell gave hints about a successful 404 Permit approach; 
Scott McEldowney enthralled us with Douglas County’s grazing program that incorporates a successful ag land stewardship 
practice; and Bruce Lytle gave us a forever interesting update of Rueter-Hess Reservoir. The afternoon session highlighted local 
education and outreach efforts, with Ranger David Close providing insights into State Park’s ‘theming’ education approach to 
integrate water quality stewardship for Cherry Creek State Park visitors and EarthForce’s Erika Rodriquez and Donny Roush 
introducing us to Denver’s KIC-Net program that is influencing youth to be engaged citizens and active participants in our 
communities. We completed the afternoon session with ERO’s Leigh Rouse and Clint Henke detailing their employee-formed 
foundation that provides grants for local and global humanitarian-based project funding. The conference closing remarks were 
provided by the Basin Authority’s manager Chuck Reid, who presented a timely perspective of the year’s activities in the basin. 
 

In addition, Bob Toll and Paul Hindman took the opportunity during lunch to recognize the 2015 “Run for the Watershed” 
award winners (see article page 6). It was another great adventure on a beautiful fall day! Please join us next year, September 24th! 
 

The Partners are grateful to our conference sponsors to be able to provide an opportunity for basin enthusiasts to spend time 
together, learning about new efforts in the basin, meeting and welcoming new colleagues, catching up with old friends, and sharing 
stories of ‘stewardship in action’. The Poster exhibits are a chance to share info about our sponsor organizations, while the Silent 
Auction provides some fun deals. And the luncheon is a great time to get together and relax with good conversation. Please join us 
for our 18th Annual Conference on November 2, 2016, to celebrate another stewardship–filled year! 
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    Casey’s opening remarks are always ‘green’ 

  

 

 
    The DU South/ Wildlife Experience’s Great Hall is ‘the place to be’ in early November! 

17th Annual CC Conference 

 

Presenter Mary Powell, Corvus Environmental, provided hints for achieving 
successful 404 permitting, while Joe Juergensen, Muller Engineering, highlighted the 
CASFM  award-winning Cherry Creek @ the Eco Park stream restoration project. 

 

Casey explains the Spirit Award ducks to 
Melanie (Muller), while Paul awards 1st place 

honors to Aaron (Icon Engineering)  
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The Partners enjoy keeping you connected and engaged in active exploration of Cherry Creek and celebrating the 
generosity of our communities who have been willing to invest in parks and trails that enhance the living 
experience of our prairie landscape.  We are particularly proud of the ‘collaborative engineered solutions’ that 
provide flood control, water quality benefits, recreational and educational opportunities along Cherry Creek.  The 
photos on this page are from our January Hawk Walk on Cottonwood Creek at Cherry Creek State Park, held 
annually since 2006.   

The very successful Cottonwood Creek stream reclamation project has brought a deeply eroded creek back in 
touch with its floodplain, providing for increased diversity of aquatic life, vegetation, birds, and mammals of all 
sizes. AND that is something very valuable to keep a record of year after year, as it shows how dependent we are 
on a healthy ecological system, and truly, how connected we all are.  

Topic of Interest  –  Is it a Walk in the Park or is it… 

Living things of interest during our  
annual January Hawk Walk are not 

always in the sky! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the cameras and binoculars come out! 

Ecological monitoring is 
another word for Fellowship! 
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You may be interested to learn more about ‘ecological monitoring’ or what could be called ‘a walk in the park’.  
Throughout the year, the Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners encourage our neighbors to ‘go outside’ with solstice and 
equinox tours of the Cherry Creek Valley Ecological Park, the Hawk Walk (and Talk) on Cottonwood Creek, Unique to 
the Creek walks supported by Tagawa Gardens and the Parker Jordan Centennial Open Space partners and, of course, 
the Run for the Watershed.  We thank the Audubon Society of Greater Denver for their support and participation in 
these regularly scheduled events and for sending us the ‘early birds’ who are so helpful identifying less common species.  
We keep a photo record and an informal species tally of wildlife we see. It puts the “fun” in monitoring! 
 

…Ecological Monitoring? Don’t decide, just come join us 
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C’mon….you know you want to go outdoors! 

Whereas stream stabilization is widely known to provide water 
quality benefits in terms of reduction in nutrient and sediment 
loads, ecological benefits associated with the Cherry Creek Basin 
Water Quality Authority (CCBWQA) approach to stream 
stabilization, called stream reclamation, is less well known.  
Stream reclamation improves overall ecological health of the 
stream system by improving habitat for benthic 
macroinvertebrates and terrestrial wildlife, which are indirect 
measures of water quality.  Ecological monitoring provides earlier 
indication of stream health problems than chemical monitoring 
alone.  Public outreach and tours of stream reclamation can lead 
to greater understanding of the importance of water quality and 
overall enjoyment of wildlife such as has been the experience at 
Cottonwood Creek reclamation within Cherry Creek State Park.   

     Bill Ruzzo, P.E.; Consultant to the CCBWQA since 1997 

We are fortunate to have so many Partners with a 
long history in the Cherry Creek Watershed.  From 
the remembrances of Bob Schultz, long-time owner 
and resident of Prairie Canyon Ranch and  stories 
told by Ruth Dolan and Jack Race who spent their 
youth on the Race family farm, which is now known 
as the 17-Mile House and Farm Park, we have a living 
history that tells the tale of transportation, economic 
development, land conservation, community life and 
youthful entrepreneurship.   
 

Kevin and Karen Sear share letters and journals with 
details of the daily life of the Cummings family at the 
17-Mile House in the late 1880’s.  Craig Wolf, 
Aquatic Ecologist with GEI Consultants, shares his 
knowledge of aquatic life along Cottonwood Creek 
and remembers some pesky Magpies.   Devin Paszek, 
with Nature’s Educators, captivates our next 

 
 

generation of stewards with introductions to indigenous raptors, snakes & spiders.  Mary Madsen and Raylene Owen 
bring rocks to life with their mineral collections and lively story-telling.   Good fellowship indeed! 
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Several projects were in the design or construction phase in the Cherry Creek basin 
during 2015, including one in the Town of Parker, one located both in the City of 
Centennial and Arapahoe County, and one in the City of Aurora, respectively: 
• Cherry Creek Stream Reclamation at Norton Farms Open Space 
• Piney Creek Stream Reclamation – Reaches 6 (Piney Creek Ranches) and 7 (Liverpool) 
• Cherry Creek at Arapahoe Road Stream Reclamation, Reach 5 

Parker’s Cherry Creek Reclamation at Hess Road project was completed in Spring 2105. 
 

Each of these stream reclamation projects were initiated due to extreme down cutting of 
the channel, contributing sediment loads to the Reservoir and exposing utilities. The 
projects address the channel erosion with grade control structures and raising the 
streambed to re-establish the water table to prevent further loss of vegetation and abate 
erosion and sediment transport. These projects were assessed by the Basin Authority for 
water quality benefits and were determined to meet their goals and objectives for stream 
reclamation. The benefits include reductions in sediment and other pollutant loads, 
including phosphorous (P) and nitrogen. It has been calculated that 72 pounds of P will be 
eliminated from being transported to the Reservoir with the Hess Road project alone. 
   

At its 2015 Annual Conference, the Colorado Association of Stormwater & Floodplain 
Managers (CASFM) honored UDFCD and its project partners with its Grand Award 
for Engineering Excellence for the Cherry Creek Stream Reclamation at the Cherry Creek 
Valley Ecological Park project. Urbanization and the resulting increase in storm runoff 
took a toll on the Park’s natural systems, leading to stream erosion, loss of vegetation, 
degraded water quality, and infrastructure damage. This CIP project, with major 
funding partners SEMSWA, CCBWQA, and Arapahoe County, provides a stable 
stream corridor by raising the channel with a series of natural-looking grade control 
structures. A Creekside Quest natural play-scape area is a highlight of the stream 
reclamation project, designed to be a safe place for children to explore and create, 
while being introduced to an important theme about water in both a historical and a 
present-day setting. It’s a special place to play, right in the middle of dense residential 
development and businesses, and an award-winning example of a collaborative 
engineered solution that incorporates education and community benefits as well. 
 
 

                                                           2015 was a busy year for the members of the Cherry Creek Basin Water Quality Authority  
(CCBWQA) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), including commenting on the 2nd draft of the Cherry Creek specific MS4 
Renewal Permit; Regulation 38 as it pertains to establishing water quality standards for streams in the Cherry Creek basin; support 
for the Reservoir modeling effort; and on-going evaluation of capital improvement projects. The basin MS4 Stormwater Permit 
holders, all members of the TAC and active Stewardship Partners, submitted comments on the 2nd draft MS4 renewal permit in 
June, but as of the end of 2015, the renewal permit has not been issued. As always, the MS4s in the basin want a permit to reflect 
more of the watershed approach used successfully in the Cherry Creek Basin.  
 

The CCBWQA Board approved the Partners 2016 budget request for continued collaboration with the TAC to deliver a practical 
water quality message to interested parties. The Basin Authority has been a funding partner since 2002. The integration of the 
Partners activities with the basin MS4 Permitees, and with the CCBWQA, for education and outreach efforts will continue in 2016. 
 

 
 

   

Water Quality 

Cherry Creek Reclamation Projects 

 

 
 

 

  Eco Park is CASFM Grand Award Winner! 

 

 

 

Construction of Cherry Creek stream reclamation project at Hess Road 
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The Partners hosted their 10th Annual Cherry Creek “Run for the Watershed” Relay Rally Race through the 
beautiful Cherry Creek watershed on October 3rd, from 6:30am to 2:00pm.  The rally, ~50 miles in length, traversed 
Douglas and Arapahoe counties, sprinting through Parker, Centennial, Greenwood Village, and Denver, before rolling 
into Cherry Creek State Park and finishing with a short watercraft leg. The Race Committee, Bob Toll, Paul 
Hindman, Lanae Raymond, Casey Davenhill & Joan Howerter, are hard at work planning the 2016 edition. So, please 
join us for this fitness fun-o-rama on September 24th!  Contact Bob @ bob.toll@denvergov.org for additional info!  
 

   

  

  

All teams felt like they were ‘winners’ at the end, but some were recognized with an award during the 2015 Conference:  
• Race Winner: ICON Engineering, Aaron Bousselot, Captain 
• 2nd Place: RESPEC, Jessica Nolle, Captain 
• 3rd Place: Muller Engineering ‘Bad Guys’, Melanie Chenard, Captain  
• Annual Traveling “Spirit Award” went to: Muller ‘Super Heroes and Bad Guys’, Melanie Chenard, Captain 
 

   

Annual Cherry Creek “Run for the Watershed” Relay Rally Race  

 

  

 

 

mailto:bob.toll@denvergov.org


 

Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners           Website: www.cherry-creek.org                   
           Casey Davenhill, Watershed Coordinator, casey@cherry-creek.org  303-345-1675  
              
  
                   
              
       

Managerial Board- Paul Hindman, UDFCD, phindman@udfcd.org; 303-455-6277;  Lanae Raymond, SEMSWA, 
lraymond@semswa.org 303-967-0224; and Bob Toll, Denver Parks, bob.toll@denvergov.org, 720-913-0606 

 

 

Outreach & 
Education   
$19,364 

Admin.  
$4,842 Conference  

$16,704 

Carryforward 
to 2016   
$31,592 

  
 

  

  

  

 
     

 

The Pie Charts below show the benefits of leveraging our education and outreach  
activities by working with other groups to deliver stewardship programs.  In 2015, the  
CCBWQA provided $25,000 for project support, membership and conference  
sponsorship, with other funding from MS4’s, businesses, special districts and local agencies.   A successful Annual Conference Silent 
Auction and sponsorships for the Run for the Watershed allow us to contribute to projects and provide stipends for professional 
assistance.  Our volunteer committee members bring expertise and financial support to the team and we want to thank Jim 
Dederick (Douglas Co.) Darren Mollendor (Denver), Steve Miller (Arapahoe Co.), Raylene Owen, and Paul Hindman for 
their service on the Executive Committee.  We also want to acknowledge Karen Sear, the Cherry Creek Valley Historical 
Society, Ruth Dolan, Mary Madsen, David Close and Craig Wolf for their volunteer service; their support is very valuable and 
provides specific Cherry Creek watershed expertise. 
 
 

2015 Finances 

 

Member 
Contribution 

$17,000 

Annual 
Conference 

$19,975 
Project 
Support 
$22,750 

Carryforward  
$22,482 

2015 
Source 
of Funds 

 
   

 
 

 
  

 
  

Joe Shoemaker School’s stormwater “treatment 
train” facility provides us many teachable moments 

Built through a partnership between City/County of Denver 
Public Works, Denver Parks and Recreation, and Denver Public 
Schools (DPS), the new “green infrastructure” facility near the 
Joe Shoemaker School in will mimic a natural stormwater 
‘treatment train’ and release cleaner water into Cherry Creek 
downstream of the dam. The non-profit group, Earth Force, 
uses the facility to teach students about stormwater issues such 
as flooding, erosion, and water quality. 
 

Here’s how it works – Stormwater enters the facility through 
two 60-inch pipes, which discharge into a concrete vault. The 
vault slows the water’s velocity, allowing most trash and some 
sediment to settle out. The water then passes through screens 
into the pond planted with native wetland species which clean-
up nutrients and other pollutants. After a day or two slowly 
circulating down the length of the pond, water will spill over 
the outfall, which features a final settling basin targeting fine 
particles. Water collected from a typical summer storm will be 
treated within 48 hours. The facility has three parts: the vault, a 
bioretention pond, and a combination outfall and amphitheater. 
 
 
 

Innovative Stormwater Treatment  Below Cherry Creek Dam 

To learn more about the school, named for the beloved champion of healthy rivers, streams and communities, visit 
www.shoemaker.dpsk12.org. To learn more about Earth Force, visit www.earthforce.org. 
 

2015 
Use of 
Funds 

mailto:casey@cherry-creek.org
mailto:phindman@udfcd.org
mailto:lraymond@semswa.org
mailto:bob.toll@denvergov.org
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http://www.earthforce.org/
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