
 
 
 
 
 
  

           Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners 
                                2016 Annual Report             

                                    “Providing a forum for promoting active stewardship of the Cherry Creek Watershed”
           

CCSP Outreach in Action! 

 

To paraphrase Alice Walker from her novel The 

Color Purple , I think it (miffs) God if you walk by 

the color purple in a field somewhere and don’t 

notice it.  For over 17 years, the Cherry Creek 

Stewardship Partners have provided a forum for 

active engagement with the natural resources of the 

Cherry Creek watershed.  We like to think we 

notice all the colors. 

 

Sometimes we do our work in classrooms and 

conference rooms but mostly we do our work on 

the Creek.  We like to keep our Eyes on the 

Creek.  The Partners invite bird and wildlife fans to 

walk the Cherry Creek trails that have become 

valuable connections in the community.  By visiting 

various parks and stream segments, participants are 

educated about the effects and benefits of stream 

stabilization and riparian buffers created by the joint 

effort of the Cherry Creek Basin Water Quality 

Authority, the Urban Drainage and Flood Control 

District and local stormwater and land use agencies. 

 

By maintaining established relationships and building 

new ones, the Partners leverage outreach 

opportunities and respond to feedback from 

participants to develop new activities and events. 

The Partners organize and sponsor a wide variety of 

activities in the Cherry Creek watershed to support 

water quality goals. In 2016, Partners’ events 

included over 40 public activities with more than 

5,000 participants. 

 

Please read on and join the Partners as we live and 

learn in the Cherry Creek Watershed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Eyes on the Creek 

Audubon Urban Bird Count, January 1: Annual Census & Dinner! 

Hawk Walk, January 30: Annual guided walk along Cottonwood Creek in 

Cherry Creek State Park to monitor birds, wildlife and stream conditions 

Metro Regional Science Fair, February 19: Education Committee 

provided planning, judging & awarded prizes on behalf of our Partners 

Auraria Career Day, February 29: Engaged college students with 

encouragement to consider careers in water quality.  

Spring Equinox at the CC Valley Eco Park, March 19: Engaging 

basin residents in a quarterly park ecological assessment  

Earth Day Yoga on the River, April 22 

Renaissance School, April & May:  Coordinated and led classroom 

activities and field trips to Castle Rock streams and water resource sites 

Ambleside School Field Trip, April 30: Activities designed for students 

at the 17-Mile House, featuring history and stream restoration highlights 

Annual Aurora Water Festival, May 19: The 20h Annual Aurora 

Water Festival held at Aurora Community College 

Red Hawk Ridge 5th Grade Field Trips, May 10th and June 8th: In 

association with Cherry Creek Valley Historical Society (CCVHS), students 

learned about history & stream restoration science at the 17-Mile House Park  

Unique to the Creek, June 8: Field Tour in association with Tagawa 

Gardens to investigate native and exotic plants along the Cherry Creek Trail 

between Broncos Parkway Trailhead & 17-Mile House Farm Park 

Lake Appreciation Day at Cherry Creek State Park, June 18: 

The Partners hosted volunteers celebrating this special urban park & reservoir 

Summer Solstice @ the CC Valley Eco Park, June 25: The Alluvial 

Fan Club looked for butterflies and summer birds 

Tagawa Children’s Nature Day, June 25: Young naturalists learned 

about benthic macroinvertebrates living in Cherry Creek at the Eco Park 

More Macroinvertebrates at Cherry Creek State Park July 15: 

CCSP Nature Center at the Swim Beach begins programming in 2016 

Fall Into Fertilizer at Tagawa Garden Center, September 10:  

Partners brought ‘soil testing lab’ to promote soil stewardship 

Campus Middle School 8th Grade Class September 16 & 22: 

Nearly 120 8th graders learn why you should always wear long pants 

when cutting Mullein at Cherry Creek State Park 

Fall Equinox @ the Eco Park, September 17: Excellent raptor 

watching with the Alluvial Fan Club 

12th Run for the CC Watershed Relay Race, September 24: 

Over 150 participants enjoyed a beautiful fall day in the upper watershed  

17-Mile House Park Festival, October 15: Over 3000 participants 

enjoyed a bounty of activities organized by Arapahoe County Open Spaces  

17th Annual CC Conference, November 2: see page 3 

Winter Solstice @ Eco Park, December 17: Another chance to 

monitor the winter ecology with the Alluvial Fan Club…brrr 
 

On-going Field, Meeting & Classroom Stewardship: 

 Elementary, Middle School and High School classroom visits and field tours 

 Eagle Scout and Silver Award Project Support 

 Sunday Bird Walks with Audubon 

 Cherry Creek Working Group 

 Cherry Creek Basin Water Quality Authority (CCBWQA) Technical Advisory 

Committee  

 Metro Basin Round Table 

 Urban Waters Partnership 

 Metro State University ‘One World One Water’ curriculum & support 

 

 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Cherry Creek Basin Water Quality Authority support for scientific inquiry 

and community connection has resulted in  opportunities to engage with local 
businesses. Tagawa Gardens has invited the Partners to repeat their 

successful soil chemistry classes geared to local homeowners to promote 

good fertilizing practices, to explore biology with the annual Unique to the 

Creek hikes and to expand our outreach as partners with Tagawa’s 

Summer Day Camp on the Creek. 
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Education & Outreach 

 

Anit Tiyagi, 11th grade Cherry Creek High School received the Cherry Creek Basin 

Water Quality Science Award In 2016 and is shown above at a meeting of the Board 
presenting his project Diurnal Variation of Nutrients & Bacteria in an Urban Western U.S. 

River. 

The Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners were invited to 

Campus Middle School by Michael Magrin, 8th Grade 

Science.  Mr. Magrin wanted Campus Students to learn more 

about their home watershed and to participate in a service 

project.  With support from Jim Swanson, JRS 

Engineering and Cherry Creek State Park staff the 

Partners provided a classroom orientation and field service 

day to 130 students.  Dividing into three groups of ”clippers, 

baggers and shovelers” the students were given direction 

in the life cycle of mullein; 1st year fluffy little ‘lambs ears’, 2nd 

year as 4 foot tall ‘seed-headed monsters’.  Mullein is an 

invasive, non-native plant species at the Park that takes over 

large areas interfering with the green and golden short grass 

prairie that is the signature backdrop to Cherry Creek State 

Park.  As Lucas Kruse, Program Coordinator/ Park Ranger 

explains “Biggest thing I want the group leaders to understand 

is that this is not a race, we want to be as thorough as possible 

since one seed pod can hold thousands of seeds.”  Mullein – 

be gone!  Thanks Campus Middle School Students. 
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Classroom on the Creek 

The Cherry Creek Basin 

Water Quality Authority 

has been a sponsor of the 

Denver Metropolitan 

Regional Science Fair 

since 2007. This event 

includes more than 500 

students, grades 6 though 

12, from the seven-county 

Denver metropolitan area. 

 



 

 

The Partners hosted their 18th annual watershed conference on November 2nd to celebrate the technical advances, regional collaboration, 

and active stewardship in the Cherry Creek basin. Thanks to everyone who joined us for an informative day filled with three general sessions, 

networking, an award luncheon, Poster Exhibits, and the Silent Auction to benefit the Partners on-going active stewardship and education 

efforts.   

 

We always like to start the day with the technical issues session, presenting concepts and data that help form our approach to improving the 

water quality of our creeks and Cherry Creek Reservoir, including a presentation on the reservoir modeling effort from Basin Authority 

consultant Rick Gonçalves; Molly Trujillo, SEMSWA, sharing a Piney Creek stream reclamation update; and Stream’s Jesse Clark 

educating us on optimized natural systems. In the 2nd morning session, our “regional considerations” session, Jeff Shoemaker, Greenway 

Foundation, showed us the champion that he is; sculpture Rik Sargent made us think about water outside of our own limiting box; and 

Valerian’s Susan Brown gave us a lesson in effective collaboration. The afternoon session highlighted local history, with former 17-Mile 

House resident Ruth Race Dolan, captivating us with readings from her Prairie Chicken books and author Lee Whitely giving us his 

perspective on trails and connectivity. We completed the afternoon session with Clifton Larson Allen’s Chuck Reid bringing it all back around 

to the present with the continuing work being done by the Basin Authority to champion watershed and reservoir water quality . The 

conference closing remarks were provided by one of our founding partners, Bob Toll, who always leaves us feeling that this was truly another 

beautiful day in the watershed!  

 

During lunch, Paul Hindman was recognized by Bob Toll on behalf of all of us for his many years of championing Cherry Creek and 

celebrated for his retirement from over 30 years at UDFCD. Paul then took the opportunity to recognize the 2016 “Run for the Watershed” 

winners. The race was another great adventure on a beautiful fall day, so please join us next year, September 23rd.  

 

The Partners are grateful to our conference sponsors to be able to provide an opportunity for basin enthusiasts to spend time together, 

learning about new efforts in the watershed, meeting and welcoming new colleagues, catching up with old friends, and sharing stories of 

‘stewardship in action’. The Poster exhibits are a chance to share info about our sponsor organizations, while the Silent Auction provides some 

fun deals. And the luncheon is a great time to get together and relax with good conversation. Please join us for our 19th Annual Conference 

on November 1, 2017, to celebrate another stewardship–filled year! 
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Ruth captivated us with 17-Mile House stories  

 

 

 Casey provides opening remarks, while Jeff shares what being a stream champion means to him. 

    Annual Cherry Creek Conference 

Bob, Casey and Paul share MC duties at the 
Award Luncheon. In appreciation for all his 

efforts on behalf of Cherry Creek, Paul 
receives a Grand Canyon geologic history 

book set to celebrate his 2016 retirement as 
Executive Director at UDFCD. 

 

Paul awards 1st place in the “Cherry Creek Run 

for the Watershed” to Leonard Rice Engineers, 

while SEMSWA receives the Spirit Award.  
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Active Engagement  

The Partners maintain relationships with 

educational institutions, local community 

groups and businesses to spread the ethic of  

‘active engagement’.  By participating in career 

fairs and water festivals we invite more people 

to learn about the Cherry Creek watershed.  

Our valuable partners, Arapahoe County 

Open Space and the Cherry Creek Valley 

Historical Society leverage resources to bring 

school and community groups to the 17-Mile 

House Farm Park for an adventure in cultural 

and natural history.  By visiting various parks 

and stream segments, participants are 

educated about the effects and benefits of 

stream stabilization and riparian buffers 
created by the joint effort of the Cherry 

Creek Basin Water Quality Authority, the 

Urban Drainage and Flood Control District 

and local stormwater and land use agencies. 

The annual Hawk Walk on Cottonwood 

Creek in Cherry Creek State Park is the 

perfect opportunity to explore the ecology of 

our watershed and consider the effects of 

human activity in the Cherry Creek Basin. 

 

 

Students eating macroinvertebrates to prove 

their dedication. 

Over 500 school age students visit 

17-Mile House Farm Park in 2016. 
Unique to the Creek Happy Hikers on 

Parker Jordan Centennial Open Space at 

the ‘Haunted Cottonwood’. 

Ann Bonnell remembers Bob Rozinski 

during his memorial at Cherry Creek 

State Park. 

It Takes a Village people…celebrating 

the Spring Equinox with the Overland 

Cru and our Easter Bonnets. 

Donny Roush getting the macroinvertebrates in 

Cherry Creek to talk to us. Raylene Owen knows how to captivate a crowd. 
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Active Engagement  

 
Stream reclamation improvements at the Cherry Creek Valley Eco Park were completed in 2013 (See Partners’ 

Annual Report – 2013 for details) (Eco Park).   As luck would have it, we got a lot of rain in the fall of 2013 and the project was 

put to the test…which it passed with flying colors!  The overall project goal was to restore and enhance the aquatic, wetland and 

riparian functions of Cherry Creek.  Larger floods in the area then spread over the broader floodplain creating wetlands and 

stabilizing the level of a pond that had been in the area for years.  The completed project was so attractive; to kids, to parents, to 

birds and birdwatchers that it has become a very popular attraction for our annual Solstice and Equinox Walks. 

 

 
Financials 

Cherry Creek Stewardship 

Partners Source of Funds 

2016 

Cherry Creek Stewardship 

Partners Use of Funds 2016 
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Three stream reclamation projects were completed in the Cherry Creek basin during 

2016, including one in the Town of Parker, one located both in the City of Centennial 

and Arapahoe County, and one in the City of Aurora, respectively: 

• Cherry Creek Stream Reclamation at Norton Farms Open Space 

• Piney Creek Stream Reclamation – Reach 6 (Piney Creek Ranches)  
• Cherry Creek at Arapahoe Road Stream Reclamation, Reach 5 

 

Each of these stream reclamation projects were initiated due to extreme down cutting of 

the channel, contributing sediment loads to the Reservoir and exposing utilities. The 

benefits include reductions in sediment and other pollutant loads, including phosphorous 

(P) and nitrogen. These projects were assessed by the Basin Authority for water quality 

benefits and determined to meet their goals and objectives for funding participation. The 

projects totaled 7,275 linear feet, will remove an estimated 120 pounds of phosphorous 

per year, and cost a total of $5.2 million, of which the Authority provided funding of 

almost $1.21 million. The Authority’s 23% funding participation for these three projects 

is critical to establishing Cherry and Piney creeks as showcases for healthy streams.  

   

The CCBWQA prepares an annual report on activities to share with the State, 

comprised of summary text and many great photos and graphics. In 2016, the Authority 

data indicated the more frequent storm events, higher inflows to the Reservoir and 

associated higher flushing rates by the Corps, provided short-term water quality benefits 

within the Reservoir. In early June, harmful algae blooms (HAB) were observed near the 

Marina and Tower Loop Road, lasting a week or so. While the Reservoir continued to 

retain much more nitrogen and phosphorous on a mass basis than it was flushing during 

gate operations, the increased flush in the outflow provided a temporal improvement in 

lake quality that would have otherwise resulted in greater water quality impacts, like an 

extended HAB, rather than the short-lived impact observed. The higher than normal 

stream flows in the watershed from April through September had an influence on 

Reservoir inflows, with the higher Reservoir inflows during the latter part of the 

summer being a function of the larger-than-usual shallow alluvium groundwater recharge 

from March - June storms eventually flowing back into the creeks and on to the lake.   

 

 

                                                           In 2016, several members of the Cherry Creek Basin Water Quality Authority (CCBWQA) 

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), received their Cherry Creek watershed MS4 Renewal Permits in July, after more than three 

years of the general discharge permit being administratively extended by the State. The TAC Permit holders must implement the 

more stringent of the standards in both the new Permit and in the existing Control Regulation 72, specific to the Cherry Creek 

watershed. In a few instances, the new Permit is more stringent, but primarily CR 72 has the more restrictive requirements. The 

TAC also provided support for the Reservoir modeling effort, specifically determining the types of model runs to assist in Lake 

Management strategies, and also provided on-going evaluation of capital construction projects to receive CCBWQA cost funding.  
 

The CCBWQA Board approved the Partners 2017 budget request for continued collaboration with the TAC to deliver a practical 

water quality message to interested parties. The Basin Authority has been a funding partner since 2002. The integration of the 

Partners activities with the basin MS4 Permitees, and with the CCBWQA, for education and outreach efforts will continue in 2017. 

 

 

 

   

Water Quality 

Cherry Creek Reclamation 
Projects 

 

 

 

 

What did the Reservoir Data Show us in 2016? 

  
Eroded channels in Cherry and Piney creeks transporting sediment to Reservoir 

Before 

After 



 

Annual Cherry Creek “Run for the Watershed” Relay Rally Race 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Partners hosted their 11th Annual Cherry Creek “Run for the Watershed” Relay Rally Race through the beautiful 

Cherry Creek watershed on September 24th, from 6:30am to 2:00pm.  The rally, approximately 50 miles in length, traversed 

Douglas and Arapahoe counties, sprinting through Parker, Centennial, Greenwood Village, and Denver, before rolling into Cherry 

Creek State Park and finishing with a short watercraft leg. The main purpose of the relay is to encourage appreciation of the 

watershed’s natural wonders, as well as providing a race experience in a “rally” format; it is not a speed race. The relay race has 11 

legs, with 6 running, 2 reserved walking, 2 designated biking, and 1 watercraft leg. The Race Committee, Bob Toll, Paul 

Hindman, Lanae Raymond, and Casey Davenhill, are hard at work planning the 2017 edition. Please join us for this fitness 

fun-o-rama on September 30th!  Contact Bob @ bob.toll@denvergov.org for additional info! 
 

All teams felt like they were ‘winners’ at the end, but some were recognized with an award during the 2016 Conference:  

• Race Winner: Leonard Rice Engineering, Amanda Schelonka & Jacob Bauer, Captain 

• 2nd Place: Icon Engineering, Aaron Bousselot, Captain 

• 3rd Place: Muller Engineering “M&Ms”, Melanie Chenard, Captain  

• Annual Traveling “Spirit Award” went to: SEMSWA  ‘Watershed Olympians’, Brad Cox, Captain 

 

 
 
 
 
  

Celebrating the splendor and 

diversity of the watershed, from 

the top of the basin, downhill to 

Cherry Creek State Park 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 
  

Thanks to our Race Sponsors! 
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Bob Rozinski can be seen in nearly every photograph of our annual January Hawk Walks begun in 2006.  
Bob was well known for his powerful camera work and reputation as an award-winning professional 

wildlife and conservation photographer.  He was also a big fan of the stream reclamation project on 

Cottonwood Creek in Cherry Creek State Park.  Bob’s camera took him around the world, but when he 
wasn’t travelling he could be found at the Park at sunrise, capturing unique views of wildlife and its 

surroundings like the intense stare of the coyote in the photo below.  We lost Bob to cancer in 2016 but 
his generosity in sharing his knowledge of the natural world, his laughter and his light stay with us. 
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Remembering our mentors 

There's the problem...lens cap black out. The party got a little rowdy again. 

Bring on the hot chocolate. I think we've discovered a new species! 

Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners | Website: www.cherry-creek.org 

 
Casey Davenhill | Watershed Coordinator | casey@cherry-creek.org | 303-345-1675 

Managerial Board: 

Paul Hindman | phindman@gmail.com | 303-455-6277 
Lanae Raymond | SEMSWA | lraymond@semswa.org | 303-967-0224 

Bob Toll | Denver Parks | bob.toll@denvergov.org | 720-913-0606 

http://www.cherry-creek.org/
mailto:casey@cherry-creek.org
mailto:phindman@gmail.com
mailto:lraymond@semswa.org
mailto:bob.toll@denvergov.org

