
 

Cherry Creek “Run for 
the Watershed” Race 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2017 12TH ANNUAL RELAY RALLY RACE: 9:00 AM START, NOON FINISH 

“Celebrating the 
splendor and diversity 

of the watershed.” 

Keep these things in 
mind for Safety during 

the Race: 

1. Run/Walk facing 
traffic on road. 

2. No speed-racing 
bikes on trail. 

3. Yield when passing 
slower moving trail 
users. 

4. Stay on shore- 
side of buoys. 

5. Life-vests & 
whistle a must! 

 

We’ve added a “salmon run” to the 2017 Race!! 
Welcome to the 2017 edition of the Run for the Watershed Race! This year, we’re 
trying something new, mostly because we had the opportunity to send a very 
relaxed, recently retired, and still in fantastic shape, Paul Hindman out on his bike to 
check out a new race route. Several things led us to this: a wish to respect 
everyone’s valuable time on a busy fall Saturday and an appreciation for the effort it 
takes for a volunteer Captain to field a team for 50 miles. This year’s race will have 
a new ‘salmon’ North Route and a familiar South Route that start at the same 
time and meet up at a mutual finish line. We think transportation logistics will be 
easier; the distance is a still awesome 25 miles of splendid watershed views; we still 
have run, bike, watercraft and walk legs; we start at 9am, not 7am; and we get to 
finish by noon and celebrate in the middle at the beautiful 17-Mile House Park!  

All but one race route will be familiar, albeit some reversed. The new addition will be 
the initial leg for the North Route, where we will start from Belleview Elementary 
School at Campus Drive and Dayton, run 2 miles in CCSP to the West Boat Dock, 
which is the start of the 2nd (Watercraft) leg, a reverse of last year’s finishing leg. 

South Route 
We start the South Route with the 4.47 mile running leg through the splendor of 
Castlewood Canyon that starts on the Cherry Creek trail just below the Falls Parking 
Lot. This leg starts on the rocky trail next to Cherry Creek and eventually comes up 
out of the canyon to Castlewood Canyon Road, dips under the Highway 86 bridge to 
catch the CC trail again on the east side of the creek, and finishes at Walker Pit. 

Next is the familiar 9.65 mile bike leg all on the CC trail, and finishing at McCabe 
Meadows Park, complete with a handy restroom. Then it’s a beautiful downhill 3.61 
mile run to the Challenger Park exchange point, followed by a quick 1.77 mile run 
to the Cottonwood Equestrian Park exchange point. The South Route finishes with a 
sweet 1.19 mile walk to the finish line at 17-Mile House Park. 

North Route 
 The North Leg starts with the new 2.06 mile gentle run leg 

from the elementary school to the West Boat Dock exchange 
point, where watercraft will be launched for the 0.84 mile 
paddle to the Lake Loop exchange point. No watercraft can be 
launched without a life vest and whistle, so come prepared! 

Next is the familiar 4.43 mile run to the Valero station exchange north of Arapahoe 
Road, followed by the 2.15 mile walk to the Bronco’s Parkway Trailhead exchange 
point. The route finishes with a 1.32 mile gentle run to 17-mile House. 

 

 

 

 



We are also 
encouraging teams to 
show their SPIRIT! 
The team that brings 
“a touch of special” to 
the race will be highly 
praised at the finish 

with a “Spirit Award”: 

 

 

 

1. The winning team 
that exhibits the 
most team pride 
and sense of fun 
will receive a 
special traveling 
trophy. 

2. Judging criteria 
will include 
‘showing your 
spirit’ with 
vehicle, 
costumes, 
themes, at 
Exchanges & 
Finish. Be 
creative, unique, 
and celebrate the 
adventure! 

cherry-creek.org 
 
Casey Davenhill,  
303-645-1675 
 
Paul Hindman, 
303-919-2932 
 
Bob Toll, 
720-839-7533 
 
Lanae Raymond, 
303-501-7723 

 

RACE Registration Information 
The Race is September 30th. Instructions for Registration, the Race Entry Form to 
be completed by the Captain, and the Waiver Forms to be completed by each 
participant, are at www.cherry-creek.org. Registration is $25/per team 
member; please make checkout to CC Stewardship Partners and mail to CCSP 
(Casey D.), 415 S. High Street, Denver, 80209. Credit Card registrations are 
accepted; contact Casey for instructions. Registration cutoff is the Team Captains 
Meeting, always the Wednesday before the race, which is September 27th this year. 

Each team will get 4 State Parks passes, two for the North 2nd leg at Cherry Creek 
State Park, and two for the South start at Castlewood Canyon State Park. With the 
limited number of legs for each route, we think the ability to travel with the whole 
team in one, or possibly two, vehicles will be improved, leading to more team spirit! 

Maps  
Route maps are available at www.cherry-creek.org, and we strongly encourage 
distribution to every team member, as well as keeping the map on you during your 
leg to make sure you don’t get lost! Also, team captains can pick up tips at the 
Team Captains Meeting @ SEMSWA, Wednesday, September 27th at 6:30pm.  

Race Awards 
The main purpose of the relay race is to encourage appreciation of Cherry Creek 
watershed’s natural wonders, as well as providing a race experience in a “rally” 
format. The “rally” part of the watershed race rewards the team that travels the race 
route at “typical” times using the averages of past races.  Each team is “scored” at 
each Exchange Point, with points awarded based on how close to the “calculated 
typical” rally time. These calculated times are available on the Partners website. 
Awards will be based on cumulated points from all Exchange Points. The winning 
team’s name is added to the Award Plaque and can proudly display it for the year. 

Safety Tips 

 Our Safety Leader, Bob Toll, would like to emphasize a few 
items that are critical. If you have the 1st South Leg, you will be 
on open road and must have a safety vest. The volunteer at 
each Exchange Point will have a simple First Aid kit for cuts 
and minor booboos. Other people will be on the Cherry Creek 
trail, so respect other users. Think Safety First at all times! 

Parking at Starting Points  and Finish Line 
Parking for South start is at the Falls Parking Lot in Castlewood Canyon SP. Parking 
for North start is at the school parking lot off Dayton. Parking at the finish will be at 
17 Mile House off Parker Road, with overflow at Norton Open Space to the south. 

Finish Line 
We invite you to bring family and supporters to celebrate at the 17-Mile House 
Park off Parker Rd with good food and ‘craft’ refreshments! It is an easy walk down 
to explore the creek as well. Team members receive a commemorative gift, oh yea!  

PLEASE NOTE! 
As always, the race will be an ‘adventure’, meaning that the race route will NOT BE 
MARKED and the unprepared could get lost. Each participant needs to be very sure 
of the tricky parts of their particular leg to not affect the rally time for the team! 
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